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Introduction
The 2010 VLAP Sampling Season
The Volunteer Lake Assessment Program (VLAP) set a new participation record again
this season. A total of 182  lakes were sampled, including 12 new lakes, and approxi-
mately 500 volunteer monitors participated in the VLAP!

We extend a special welcome to the volunteer monitoring groups that joined VLAP for
the first time this year. These volunteers represent the following waterbodies: Big
Brook Bog, Pittsburg; Bradley Lake, Andover; Clarksville Pond, Clarksville; Coon Brook
Bog, Pittsburg; East Inlet, Pittsburg; Franklin Pierce Lake, Hillsboro; Lake Gardner,
Bath; Howe Reservoir, Dublin; Scott Bog Pond, Pittsburg; Success Pond, Success;
Terrell Pond, Pittsburg; and Willand Pond, Dover.

And, we welcome back our friends and new monitors at Little Diamond Pond,
Stewartstown who rejoined VLAP during the 2010 season.

2010 Weather Conditions in New Hampshire
Hot and dry explains the 2010 summer season. According to the National Weather
Service climate data, May was warmer and drier (12th warmest and 18th driest on
record in Concord, NH) than normal; June was warmer but about average for precipita-
tion (36th warmest June on record for Concord, NH); July set records for warm and dry
weather (5th warmest and 11th driest July on record for Concord, NH) with two official
heat waves lasting nine days; August remained warmer than normal (27th warmest
August on record in Concord, NH) but received just below average rainfall; and Sep-
tember was much warmer and much drier (15th warmest and 27th driest on record for
Concord, NH). Overall, summer 2010 was the 10th warmest summer in the past 142
years, and the 21st driest in the past 143 years (Concord, NH). This was quite a con-
trast to the wet and cool conditions of 2009.

The dry 2010 season led to a significant decrease in stormwater runoff and nutrient
loading to the state’s lakes and ponds. Many VLAP lakes and ponds experienced de-
creased algal growth and increased water transparency. However for some lakes and
ponds, the increased sunlight, warmer water temperatrues and calm, stagnant waters
created ideal conditions for the accelerated growth of cyanobacteria, algae and aquatic
plants.

2010 Program Updates
With another record setting VLAP season, it was instrumental to have Plymouth State
University’s (PSU) VLAP Satellite Laboratory operating at full capacity. Aaron Johnson,
PSU Lab Manger, managed laboratory activities and conducted VLAP biologist visits in
the North Country this summer.

Aaron and PSU also assisted VLAP with expanding volunteer monitoring activities in
New Hampshire’s North Country. Through a grant with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), a workshop was offered in June to highlight DES’
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vairous volunteer monitoring opportunities through VLAP, VRAP, Weed Watchers, and
Didymo monitoring. A total of 8 new lakes joined VLAP and many are also interested in
monitoring these waterbodies for exotic plants and algae. VLAP and PSU look forward
to continued expansion in the North Country.

2010 Report Updates
Due to the marked program growth and personnel time constraints, the Interim Re-
ports are being modified to provide a more compact summary of the current year data
without graphics. Each waterbody will then receive a more comprehensive Biennial
report every two years. We encourage you to provide feedback on the report changes.
All feedback will be taken under consideration by VLAP personnel in future years.
Also, Tables 7a and 7b, Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen and Nitrate+Nitrite Nitrogen, will be
removed from the Biennial reports until the DES Lake Trophic Survey Program re-
sumes.

Concluding Remarks
Carerfully read the “Observations and Recommendations” and “Data Quality Assess-
ment and Quality Control” sections of your Biennial report, and pay special attention to
our recommendations to improve lake quality and the current sampling program. These
suggestions provide a mechanism to identify watershed pollution sources and develop
management plans to reduce pollutant loads and improve water quality. If a stream
survey was recommended, please contact the VLAP Coordinator in the spring to sched-
ule a survey before the busy summer sampling season.

This year’s Special Topic Article “Churn Baby Churn: Lake Impacts from Motorized
Watercraft” is found in Appendix B of the Interim Report and Appendix D of the Bien-
nial Report. The article will provide you with information regarding the impacts of
motorized watercraft and irresponsible boating practices on lakes and ponds. Please
share the information with your neighbors and visiting boaters.

We realize that a vast amount of important information is presented in the following
report. If you have any questions regarding your 2010 report, please feel free to contact
us. And finally, please contact the VLAP Coordinator this spring to schedule the an-
nual biologist visit, stream survey or site walk, or to schedule a summer lake associa-
tion meeting speaker.

Sincerely,

Sara Steiner Jody Connor
VLAP Coordinator Limnology Center Director
(603) 271-2658 (603) 271-3414
sara.steiner@des.nh.gov jody.connor@des.nh.gov


